Editorial by Martí, Fèlix
UNIVERSITY OF GIRONA. ARCH. FUSES - VIADER 
EDITORIAL 
The lnternational Union of Architects will be holding its 19th Congress in Barcelona in 
July 1996. The theme i t  has chosen i s  Present and Futures. Architecture in Cities. 
Cities, in our day, have become human concentrations on a fantastic scale. Cities are a 
spectacular expression of the grandeur and the misery of our societies. The architec- 
ture of our cities is  conditioned by overwhelming population movements, by economic 
interests, by the political orientation of governments, by the aesthetic leanings of the 
architects themselves and by our different cultural traditions. Any reflection on the fu- 
tures of architecture must take al1 these factors into account. 
Barcelona is a good laboratory for reflection on the futures of urban architecture. It is  
a city that uses spaces and buildings from different periods of history from tke Roman 
Empire down to today, with two especially important moments: the Gothic city and the 
Catalan Modernist city. Barcelona, capital of Catalonia and of the Catalan culture and 
language, received an impressive number of immigrants of Spanish culture between 
1950 and 1970. Barcelona, the capital of a stateless nation, has reached a high level 
of efficiency in its services, of architectural dignity and of human coexistence. 
In Barcelona, as i n  other large urban concentrations, a lot of questions remain open. 
As Josep Martorell, the Congress chairman, suggests in his article, the subiection of 
cities to the laws of economy is something to be criticised. While the liberal economy i s  
useful in certain areas of economic life, it may not be useful enough in other areas such 
as cultural life or town planning. Another question that remains open is that of the de- 
velopment of democracy in Iarge cities. Political participation i s  not easy in urban 
agglomerations. Perhaps the future of democracy is  closely tied to the creation of new 
forms of participation by citizens in the urban medium. The third question concerns the 
risk of creating cities whose roots do not lie in the identity of their people. Cities ought 
to be able to harmonize pluriculturality, openness to innovation and universality in a 
way that is expressive of local values. Each city ought to have its own personality, its 
own soul, its own creativity. 
